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The Officiant begins the service with one or more of the following
sentences of Scripture.
Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, the lifting up
of my hands as the evening sacrifice. Psalm 141:2
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the
Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:2
Worship the Lord in the beauty of his holiness; let the whole
earth tremble before him. Psalm 96:9
Yours is the day, O God, yours also the night; you established
the moon and the sun. You fixed all the boundaries of the
earth; you made both summer and winter. Psalm 74:15,16
I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches
me, night after night. I have set the Lord always before me;
because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall. Psalm 16:7,8
Seek him who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns deep
darkness into the morning, and darkens the day into night;
who calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out upon
the surface of the earth: The Lord is his name. Amos 5:8
If I say, "Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around
me turn to night," darkness is not dark to you, O Lord; the
night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are both
alike. Psalm 139:10,11
Jesus said, "I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."
John 8:12
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Confession of Sin
The Officiant says to the people
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together,
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest alone says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amen.
A deacon or lay person using the preceding form remains kneeling, and
substitutes "us" for "you" and "our" for "your."
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The Invitatory and Psalter

O Gracious Light

Phos hilaron
The cantor will introduce the Phos Hilaron by singing the first half of
the first line, after which the People join, singing in unison.
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The Psalm or Psalms Appointed
See insert

The First Lesson
A Reading (Lesson) from ________________.
After each Lesson the Reader may say
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Silence may be kept after each Reading.
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The Song of Mary

Magnificat

Luke 1:46-55
The cantor will sing the antiphon once through, then the People will
sing the antiphon and canticle together, concluding with the antiphon.
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The Second Lesson
One or two lessons, as appointed, are read, the Reader first saying
A Reading (Lesson) from ________________.
After each Lesson the Reader may say
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The Song of Simeon

Nunc Dimittis

Luke 2:29-32
The cantor will introduce the canticle by singing the first half of the
first line, after which the People join, singing in unison.
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The Apostles' Creed
Officiant and People together,
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
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The Suffrages

The Officiant then says one or more of the following Collects
The Collect of the Day
A Collect for Aid against Perils
Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love
of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Then one of these prayer for mission is added
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let
the whole earth also worship you, all nations obey you, all
tongues confess and bless you, and men and women everywhere
love you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep
this night, and give your angels charge over those who sleep.
Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the
dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous;
and all for your love's sake. Amen.
O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your
presence: Send forth upon us the spirit of love, that in
companionship with one another your abounding grace may
increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow.
The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
11

not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
Then may be said

The Officiant may then conclude with one of the following
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.
Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in
believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Romans 15:13
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely
more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from
generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus
for ever and ever. Amen. Ephesians 3:20,21

12

