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Following Jesus 
What is a Parish in a New Missional Age? 

A Parish is a Community ... 

 of Theological Imagination: where our hearts and minds are moved by God's presence in our 
lives, in our neighborhoods, and in the world; 

 

 fed by Word and Sacrament: where our stories connect with God's story in Holy Scripture, 
and where we experience God's grace in baptism and Eucharist; 

 

 forming disciples and apostles in God's mission: where people grow as followers of Jesus 
and are sent by the Holy Spirit into the world to join God's work of restoration and reconciliation; 

 

 and connected to the wider Body of Christ: by sharing our lives with companions in Christ 
across the Episcopal Church in Connecticut and the wider Church.  
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Agenda 
Brunch and Fellowship          Our Amazing Breakfast Team 
 
Gathering Hymn                Jennifer Sisco 
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Call to Order and Gathering Prayer                Rev. Andrea Castner Wyatt 
 
Approval of Minutes of 2022 Annual Meeting 

 
TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH – NEWTOWN, CT 

MINUTES OF THE 290TH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
JANUARY 23, 2022 

 

Call to Order 
The 290th Annual Meeting of Trinity Episcopal Church was called to order at 11:09 AM online on Zoom by the 
Rev. Andrea Castner Wyatt+. She opened the meeting with The General Thanksgiving from the Service of 
Morning Prayer in the Book of Common Prayer, p.58. She continued with The Ministry, from the Catechism, 
BCP, p.855, to remind us that the ministry of the church is the people working together, being disciples of 
Christ. The meeting was held online for safety reasons due to Covid-19 concerns. 
 
2021 Annual Meeting Minutes 
The meeting minutes were approved by the parish. 
 
Vestry Leadership  
Rev. Andrea expressed gratitude to Forry Weatherby, who served as Warden, stepping in mid-year when 
Dennis O’Connor retired and moved to Sacramento, CA, all while Forry was moving to Cape Cod to start his 
retirement. She thanked departing vestry member Gordon Dunn for his 3 years of service as chairperson for the 
Property Commission. She also thanked Dorothy Schmidt for her 2 years of service as Clerk. Sue Roman 
continues as Warden, and Noel Bellesheim continues as Treasurer. Continuing Vestry members are Patrick 
DeBrock on Finance, Cathy Filiato on Christian Formation, and Cindy Anderau on the Trinity Care Team and 
Stephen Ministry.  
 
Election of Warden, Clerk, and Vestry members 
Nominations: 
Warden—Bob Gardner 
Clerk—Tom Swetts 
Vestry—Patrick Corrigan- Properties 
Vestry—Jessica O’Meara- Membership 
 
There were no further nominations from the floor. The slate of candidates was approved by unanimous vote.  
 
Looking forward to 2022 
Top priorities for 2022 include rebuilding our Children’s Ministry. Funding has been approved to hire a part-time 
Children’s Ministry coordinator. Our second priority is to invite a team to discuss climate change and local 
sustainability, including the management of our own properties. A third priority is meeting the needs of church 
members as they are finding their way back into the church in-person. We’re looking forward to having more 
monthly breakfasts and in-person gatherings.  
 
We look forward to the continuing work of the Trinity Care Team, Stephen Ministry Team, and Genesis II Team. 
Genesis II is working on ways to help our congregation regrow, redevelop, and reach out in partnership with 
groups and individuals in our neighborhood, with coaching and training from our National Church. We look 
forward to rebuilding a new Membership Team to welcome and follow-up with newcomers, plan new member 
gatherings, and incorporate new folks into our parish.  
 
The Budget for 2022, which was approved at the December vestry meeting, is included in the Annual Report 
and was presented in detail on January 16. There were no additional questions about the budget. 
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Appreciations 
Warden Sue Roman said she feels a lot of energy and excitement about our future, our capacity in our 
rebuilding and regathering as we move forward out of Covid, the gifts and talents we have, and the people 
drawn to us. Newly elected warden Bob Gardner agreed that there is a sense of excitement as we face a future 
that is hopeful.  
 
Rev. Andrea expressed appreciation for the Trinity staff members of Donald Wiseman, Kim Merrill, Lori 
Rohrbacher, and John Qubick. Trinity is truly blessed and gifted with its people, lay leaders and staff. She also 
feels energy and excitement about our future of rebuilding and regathering.  
 
Closing Prayer 
Rev. Andrea closed with the Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi. 
 
Motion to Adjourn 
Curt Symes made a motion to adjourn at 12:03 PM which was seconded by Noel Bellesheim.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Dorothy Schmidt 
Clerk 

 
Reflections                Robert Gardner, Warden 
 
Reflections             Frances Chamberlain, Jennifer Sisco, Andrea Wyatt 
 
Election of Parish Officers and Vestry Leaders 

 
2023 Slate of Nominees 

 
Vestry Member Nomination 

Christina Lye – Children’s Formation 
Lisa Mages – Adult Formation 

Nancy Cole – Mission & Outreach 
Jean Maurice Calmels – Mission & Outreach Alternative 

Bennet Leake – Delagate to the ECCT Convention 
Kara Leake – Delagate to the ECCT Convention 

 
Thank you to our Vestry leaders who continue to serve: 

Bob Gardner - Warden 
Sue Roman - Warden 

Noel Bellesheim - Treasurer 
Tom Swetts - Clerk 

Cindy Anderau – Parish Life 
Patrick Corrigan - Properties 
Patrick DeBrock - Finance 

Jessica O’Meara - Membership 
 
Appreciation for Departing Vestry Member 
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Commissioning New Parish Leaders and New Staff Leaders 
We invite our newly elected leaders, our continuing Vestry leaders, our Children’s Ministry Coordinator, and 
our Minister of Music to gather in front of the congregation. 
++ 
Rev. Andrea: I present Nancy Cole, Christina Lye, and Lisa Mages to serve as Vestry Leaders.  I present 
Kara and Bennet Leake to serve as Delegates to the ECCT Convention.  I present Frances Chamberlain, 
newly serving as Children’s Ministry Coordinator and Jennifer Sisco, newly serving as Minister of Music. 
Each of you has answered our call to help lead Trinity Episcopal Church into a future we create together.  
Each of you will offer invitation, welcome and inclusion; leading with joy and Spirit, as we follow the way of 
Christ together.  
++ 
Celebrant: (to new Vestry Leaders and Delegates) Bennet, Christina, Kara, Lisa, and Nancy:  Do you 
prayerfully commit yourselves to carry out with joy the responsibilities of the offices to which you have been 
appointed?  
Leaders: I do. 
 
Celebrant: Do you reaffirm your commitment to follow Christ, to share the good news of the Gospel, and to 
serve this congregation in his name? 
 
Leaders: I do. 
++ 
Celebrant:  (to our Children’s Ministry Coordinator) Do you, Frances, prayerfully commit yourself to inviting 
each of us to share in the ministry of Christian formation?  Will you share God’s love with our children and 
families, God being your help? 
Frances:  I do, and I will. 
Celebrant:  (to our Minister of Music) Do you, Jennifer, prayerfully commit yourself to inviting each of us to 
praise God through the ministry of music?  Will you share God’s love with all people, encouraging us to 
express our faith through music, God being your help? 
Jennifer:  I do, and I will. 
 
Celebrant: (to the congregation) Will you do all in your power to support these new Leaders. Delegates 
and Staff with your prayers, with your trust and your honest and gracious communication, and with your 
willingness to help them carry out Christ’s ministries in this church? 
Congregation:  We will. 
++ 
Celebrant:  We affirm the good and faithful work our continuing Vestry leaders offer on behalf of Trinity 
Church, and we celebrate the gifts of Warden Bob Gardner, Cindy Anderau, Jessica O’Meara, Treasurer 
Noel Bellesheim, Patrick Corrigan and Patrick DeBrock, Warden Sue Roman and Clerk Tom Swetts – 
recognizing that in prior Zoom Annual Meetings, we have not had the opportunity to do so! 
Congregation:  We celebrate our continuing Vestry leaders, we affirm your gifts to Trinity Church, and we 
commit to supporting your ministries with prayer, trust, and open and gracious communication.  
++ 
Celebrant: In the name of this congregation I commission you – new and continuing Vestry Leaders, 
Delegates, and Staff - for these ministries, and pledge you our prayers, encouragement, and support.  May 
God’s Holy Spirit guide and strengthen you, that in all things, you may do God’s will in the service of the 
kingdom of Christ. Amen. 
 
Let us pray. Almighty God, look with favor upon these persons who have now reaffirmed their commitment 
to follow Christ and to serve in his name. Give them courage, patience, and vision; and strengthen us all in 
our Christian vocation of witness to the world, and of service to others; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Motion to Adjourn 
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Closing Hymn 

 
Blessing  

 
Trinity Episcopal Church Staff Members 

 

PARISH STAFF as of January 29, 2023 
Rector   The Rev. Andrea Castner Wyatt  
Music Minister   Jennifer Sisco 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator   Frances Chamberlain 
Communications & Membership Manager   Kim Merrill 
Finance Manager   Lori Rohrbacher 
Sexton   John J. Qubick 
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2022 Rector Annual Report                        The Rev. Andrea Castner Wyatt 
Beloved Ones, as I write this reflection about 2022, I am half-way through my third year serving Trinity 
Episcopal Church.  Each year has been entirely different and challenging.  I give thanks that I have such wise 
and faithful people as companions.   
 
I rely on the wisdom and compassion of our Wardens, Sue Roman and Robert Gardner.  The generous and 
dedicated members – and staff - of this parish have kept me going as we navigated pandemic, re-gathered … 
and are now thriving!  
 
Year 1, we focused on getting to know one another – at a safe distance.  We made our introductions outdoors, 
on-line, on the Gazebo, on walks, on Zoom or the phone.  A crazy way to begin a new ministry!  But we kept 
each other safe in deep pandemic, following the guidance of our Bishops.   
 
Year 2, we practiced re-gathering in our Sanctuary, and in small and large groups, as we navigated the 
rollercoaster of COVID variants.  With coaching from our national Episcopal Church, through the Genesis II 
Redevelopment Initiative, we focused on re-building community after profound isolation.  We experimented with 
inviting neighbors and newcomers.  We sought healing and connection. 
 
Year 3, I am thrilled to report, is joyfully focused on new engagement and growth!  Trinity Church is thriving.  
There is Spirit-filled energy.  We see more people pledging, and we see increased giving in at least half of these 
pledgers.  We see new people in worship every week, and new families joining Sunday School.      
 
Entering 2022, we discerned a fiscally cautious - but Spirit-filled path - towards re-building our program staff - 
and we are off to a great start.  We now have 2 new staff members, and one unexpected volunteer gift among 
us. 
 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
We engaged our families in defining a new role for a Children’s Ministry Coordinator.  Ms. Frances Chamberlain 
accepted our call, and brings great creativity and dedication – from her own Christian faith, and from prior 
experience in Christian formation in other churches.   
 
Our ministry with children and families is truly starting anew after a long hiatus.  With ‘Miss Frances’ leading us, 
we are so excited to see families joining us on Sundays.  Some waited faithfully for a new program to be born; 
others are brand new.  Such joy, at Christmas, to see a Pageant again!  We need your participation - as 
teachers and advisors - as we re-build this ministry.  
 
Minister of Music Jennifer Sisco 
Engaging a group of folk passionate about music, we defined a position of Minister of Music after bidding 
farewell to Don Wismann, with gratitude for his musical gifts.  What gladness when Ms. Jennifer Sisco found us 
- through a remarkable series of coincidences.  Jennifer brings the gifts we need!  Her Christian faith and 
commitment to music as ministry – with invitation to all - has already enhanced congregational singing, and 
invited new people into singing in the Choir.   
 
With Jennifer’s help, we have strengthened our relationship with our partner the Connecticut Choral Society; 
new collaborations with Conductor, Eric Knapp are enhancing our Sunday worship and reminding us of our call 
to offer music to our wider community.  Look for a new Music Team in 2023!    
 
Priest Associate the Rev. Canon Alan Dennis     
During 2022, we were delighted to discover a newly retired Priest settling in Newtown, and we have welcomed 
the Rev. Canon Alan Dennis and his spouse Mrs. Jenny Dennis into our community.  As the year unfolded, we 
discerned a path for Rev. Alan to assume the role of ‘Priest Associate.’  This means Rev. Alan will offer ministry 
according to his own time and interests at Trinity in retirement.   
 
Rev. Alan brings decades of pastoral experience, including in his native South Africa.  We give thanks to God 
for this gift, and we are curious to see how this new relationship unfolds. 
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Your Lay Ministries  
I remain reluctant to take on the expense of hiring additional clergy, well aware that Trinity is accustomed to the 
benefits of a multiple-clergy staff.  Our program staff are currently hired at 15 hours per week.  This means we 
must all be creative about how to sustain our ministries as we grow.  We believe in the Reformation call to the 
‘priesthood of all believers.’   
 
Ultimately, this means that you are invited to claim and exercise your lay ministries!  A healthy parish is one 
where each person knows she or he is a minister as a disciple of Christ.  The role of a Priest is but to nourish, 
empower and equip your ministries.  Our Trinity Care Team is a great example of lay-led Christian Care.   
 
We need your gifts on our Property and Finance Teams; in our Mission and Outreach activities; in Sunday 
School; setting the Altar for worship; singing or playing music … I’d love to speak with you about ways you 
might offer your gifts. 
 
I want to lift up two areas of new engagement at Trinity Church: 
 
First, the local Interfaith Partnership for Refugee Re-Settlement requested in 2022 to return to the ‘umbrella’ 
of Trinity’s fiscal sponsorship while remaining an independent and truly interfaith initiative.  Collectively, we 
discerned that this move would benefit both IPRR and Trinity Church, and we have worked closely to settle 2 
families locally, one from Ukraine and one from El Salvador.  I am profoundly grateful for all our leaders who 
have stepped in to this important ministry.    
 
Second, a new Creation Care Team is forming.  This group organized after a Lenten study group (and 
Stations of the Cross) called ‘Loving God’s Creation’ - focused on Christian theology and climate change.  I give 
thanks for the leadership of Lisa Mages as we seek on a local level to bring ecological care to our properties 
and grounds and to connect with environmental groups in Newtown. 
 
It remains an honor and a privilege to serve among you, to offer pastoral care in times of crisis, and to offer 
leadership as this venerable parish, serving our community since 1732, adapts to a changing world and 
discerns new ways to follow Jesus.   
 
There were heart-breaking losses in 2022, with beloved faces we will never forget, beloved Spirits that remain 
with us always.  As we walk together through tragedy, loss and new life, I know I depend daily on the support of 
our Wardens; our Officers; our Vestry Leaders; our amazing Communications Director Kim Merrill, my daily 
partner in ministry; and our dedicated Sexton Jack Quibick.         
        
I reflect often on how Trinity has served our local community since 1732.  I had two opportunities during 2022 to 
lead on a national level. 
 
First:  I was invited, by leaders of our Genesis II Re-Development Initiative, to attend a gathering in New 
Orleans in May, discerning emerging leaders across the Episcopal Church with the gifts for the ministry of re-
development.  There are particular gifts and skills needed to invite parishes - like Trinity - to thrive in a time 
when many churches are struggling.  Genesis II helped us, and this was time for me to ‘give back’ 
 
Second:  I was invited, by the Newtown Action Alliance, to speak in Washington, DC at the 10th Annual Vigil 
for All Victims of Gun Violence, sharing with survivors and faith leaders and elected officials.  It was wrenching 
to hear stories of so much suffering across our land.  I am hesitant ever to speak ‘for’ Newtown, but I am 
honored to represent the many ways in which our town continues to seek new life. 
 
I thank God for the gift of following Jesus with the unusual collection of gifted and generous disciples gathered 
by God into Trinity Church:  You!  What an amazing Church.   
 
May the love of God, the peace of Christ – and the exuberance of the Spirit! – be with you all,  
 
Rev. Andrea Castner Wyatt 
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2022 Warden’s Annual Report     Bob Gardner, Sue Roman 
In 2022 Trinity made a highly successful transition from being dominated by the demands of COVID protocols to 
being able to focus on being a fully reopened church. The fact that the process went so smoothly is a tribute to 
Rev. Andrea, the church staff, and members of the congregation who, once again, demonstrated resilience and 
enthusiasm especially as we welcomed new members.  The wardens are grateful. 
 
The year saw a continuation of past programs as well as introducing new initiatives.  Building on the ideals of 
Genesis II, community outreach came into a broader focus.  Trinity increasingly played a leadership role in 
connecting with community organizations and hosting events which concern Newtown and beyond, including a 
vigil for Uvalde and a vigil for Ukraine 
 
In that context, Trinity has added the Interfaith Partnership for Refugee Resettlement as a ministry.  Trinity was 
a founding member of IPRR and became its fiscal sponsor in 2022.  IPRR’s mission is to resettle refugee 
families in the general Newtown area, and is committed to aiding them in securing housing, learning English, 
and obtaining employment among other things.  In short, the goal is helping them to become productive and 
responsible residents in a new country.  Trinity’s IPRR partners include the Al Hedaya Islamic Center, the 
Baha’i Community, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, the Newtown Congregational Church, 
Congregation Adath Israel, and the Newtown United Methodist Church.   
 
Mindful of the fact that Trinity’s properties encompass approximately ten acres in the center of Newtown, the 
Creation Care Team has launched an examination of the most effective ways to be prayerful and effective 
stewards of what we own.  This group is committed to examining all aspects of what that implies, ranging from 
pesticide use to liturgy and music.   
 
Trinity has also continued its ongoing support of the Dorothy Day Hospitality House in Danbury with a team of 
volunteers providing meals for the homeless and for any others in need. 
 
The parish continues to offer a range of support to parishioners.  The work of the Trinity Care Team and 
Stephen Ministry continue unabated, providing a varied assortment of services including meals, rides, and 
moral support. 
 
This past year, Trinity has been blessed to add two new staff members, Frances Chamberlain as Children’s 
Ministry Coordinator and Jennifer Sisco as Music Minister.  Both came to us with extensive backgrounds in their 
respective fields and their impact has been both immediate and profound.  We welcome them and 
enthusiastically anticipate the growth of their programs.   
 
Once again, it is a pleasure to report that Trinity is fiscally sound.  An increased number of new members have 
lent their financial support alongside longer-term members.  And we are fortunate to have a strong base 
established by those who have contributed to our endowments in the past.  Despite challenging market 
conditions, our endowments have remained within reasonable bounds with strong oversight again provided by 
Marianne Noyes-Ryder. As in past years, withdrawals from those funds have been conservative.  A special nod 
should be given to the Finance Commission chaired by Patrick DeBrock as well as to our Treasurer Noel 
Bellesheim who, again, headed a highly productive stewardship campaign.  The result is a 2023 budget which 
is fiscally responsible and meets the anticipated needs of the parish.   
 
We are blessed to have the Reverend Andrea Castner Wyatt as our rector.  She has demonstrated both great 
skill and deep sensitivity in acknowledging the magnificent historical traditions of the Episcopal Church and 
simultaneously steering us to the future.  Her welcoming presence has added new members to our community 
and their vitality, in turn, is both impressive and exciting. 
 
Since its founding in 1732, Trinity has been at Newtown’s core.  We anticipate that 2023 will add another strong 
year to that legacy. 
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Worship & Formation 

 
Genesis II                       Sue Roman 
Trinity completed its engagement with Genesis II, a program by the national Episcopal Church led by the Rev. 
Tom Brackett and Steve Matthews. The team, consisting of Frank Brill, Jean Maurice Calmels, Karen 
Wojtowicz, Christina Lye, Nancy Cole, Sue Roman and Rev. Andrea Wyatt, learned new skills and worked as 
a small group on projects. The overall theme was how to touch and be part of the wider community. We also 
learned new ways to identify strengths, skill sets and other potential resources within our existing church 
community. 
  
One of our first initiatives led to invitations to the community around and within Trinity to explore and use our 
labyrinths as a public resource, both at the gazebo by Trinity’s Memorial Garden and inside the Glover 
Community Room. 
 
Our capstone project was about how to live into the phrase “All Are Welcome”. We investigated barriers to 
welcome that the church building presents, including signage, entrances, parking, bathrooms, and navigating 
the sanctuary. We hosted a meeting with newcomers to ask them their experiences getting to know Trinity. 
We reached out to Trinity Day School for their input. And we toured the building several times ourselves 
looking for places we can improve accessibility and signal welcome better. 
  
The Genesis II team presented its findings to Vestry in May and then subsequently to the Property 
Commission. The Property Commission has developed a list of short-term signage changes and longer-term 
improvements to put into effect. 
  
At our monthly Zoom meetings the facilitators Tom Brackett and Steve Matthews asked pithy questions that 
still reverberate for us. These include: 
·      Where am I living my life too small? 
·      How do we teach people to be in community? 
·      What if someone offered me a blessing rather than tried to change or fix me? 
·      How do churches get boxed in? 
·      What glimpses of our shared future make you want to offer your best self? 
·      What vision is so great you can’t accomplish it without your neighbor? 
·      After being part of the Genesis II project, what have you seen that you can’t unsee? 
  
We found the Two Loop Model of change quite helpful. It shows the ways that in any system there are always 
things dying and always things being born. New life can burst forth anywhere in that natural cycle. 
  
Reverend Andrea was able to give back to the Genesis II leaders in a trip to New Orleans to help other 
emerging leaders discern the work of ‘redevelopment’ in congregations. 
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Music Program                     Jennifer Sisco 
It feels like it was just yesterday that I walked into the music room at Trinity for the first time in mid-August. 
The room seemed frozen in time, having been left just as it was on Easter morning with all of Holy Week’s 
musical activities represented and strewn about. I rolled up my sleeves, started sorting through stacks of 
sheet music, and promptly rearranged the choir room for a more collaborative rehearsal setup. Sue Roman 
jumped in as well to help clean out the old dusty storage closets, and we spruced up the room with furniture 
from the storage room. 
 
Hitting the ground running, there were only a couple of weeks to prepare before the choir would resume. 
Would they come back? And would they welcome a new Music Minister? They did indeed return, with equal 
parts eagerness and curiosity. We had veteran choir members (who have thankfully shown me the ropes) and 
some new choir members too who all came in with open hearts and minds, and a hunger to serve in our 
church through music. But who would we be in this new chapter in Trinity’s music ministry? Would we 
continue with what was before, would we bring in some new ideas and elements, or could we do a blend of 
both?  
 
When I was interviewing for the Music Minister position at Trinity, I shared my philosophy and experience of 
leading worship in a blended style that honors the longstanding traditions and welcomes new styles and 
expressions of musical worship. I also expressed that I am passionate about welcoming all levels of talent and 
experience into the music program as well as making congregational singing more comfortable and 
accessible, that the choir and musical leaders are not performers, but rather music ministers whose job it is to 
facilitate worship. I have been watching this unfold, and what a privilege it is to witness the true heart of Trinity 
in worship! 
 
Aside from our thriving choir, we have also purchased a new (to us) concert-grade grand piano that now lives 
in the sanctuary. This piano will aid in our efforts to bring more musical offerings to the community through our 
collaborative partners such as the Connecticut Choral Society (CCS) and others. We welcomed a flamenco 
guitarist to our stewardship dinner, a marvelous cellist to our December 14th service of remembrance, a 
harpist and flautist for Christmas Eve, a couple of new choir section leaders from WestConn, and a guest 
singer here and there. And, of course, how blessed are we to have Eric Knapp of the CCS sitting in on the 
organ on some Sunday mornings? 
 
Our Music Ministry is alive, well, and growing at Trinity. All are welcome to participate. Your heartfelt singing 
in the pews on Sunday is inspirational, and your support is appreciated beyond measure.   
 
With Gratitude, 
Jennifer 
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Adult Formation                        Cathy Filiato 
This year, Trinity’s adult formation activities were created organically through clergy and lay people and covered 
a variety of topics. 
 
The God’s creation conversation began in lent with a four week discussion on faith communities and climate 
disruption.This was a spirited filled conversation about what it means to love God and God’s creation. The 
group read the book “Sacred Earth Sacred Soul” which inspired lively discussion.  A group of interested 
parishioners continued on with this work and it has been integrated into our life at Trinity. The group has made 
meaningful recommendations to the Vestry on conservation of our resources and have participated in activities 
such as forest bathing.In addition, Lenten stations of the cross  to pray for God’s creation were held at the 
labyrinth. 
 
Conversations  on race, equity, equality and diversity continued with a presentation by master storyteller in 
honor of Juneteenth by Master Storyteller Lot Therrio held at Trinity on June 18. 
 
In October there were three sessions held on the Book of Jonah entitled “Jump into the deep end with Jonah 
and his big fish”.  This study analyzed the book of  Jonah in a fun and textual way.. This was led by Tom 
McMorran and Reverend Andrea. 
 
In November Tom McMorran and Lisa Mages held an Advent bible study on Genesis. The study looked at What 
does it mean to us Christians in the United States in 2022 to have "dominion"? What does it mean to be a 
"steward"?  
 
On November 9, The Very Reverend Canon Alan and Jenny Dennis held a discussion on Apartheid in South 
Africa into the First Democratic elections. They discussed the challenges they faced personally and 
professionally while ministering during apartheid in their homeland of South Africa.  

 
Youth                                Noel Bellesheim, Julie Dunn 
2022 continued to have Julie Dunn and Noel Bellesheim as co-chairs.  The youth commission plans, prepares 
and executes many of the activities Trinity’s youth participate in as well as supports their formation. 
For 2022, the YAC continued to meet monthly discussing our Kiva activities and monitoring the progress our 
loans had made.  Early in the year the youth decided they wanted to do something to support the war in 
Ukraine.  So hosting a pasta dinner and silent on line auction with proceeds benefiting World Central Kitchen 
was decided.  In the end, after all proceeds were recorded Trinity’s youth managed to send World Central 
Kitchen a total of $3,800. 
 
During June, Trinity’s seniors were able to be recognized for their commitment with senior Sunday.  It was an 
opportunity for Trinity parishioners to offer thanks and best wishes to our 2022 graduating class as they go off to 
college in the fall for the first time.  
 
The fall has continued the growth journey for our youth. The youth for the third year have been working on 
making loans to underbanked communities around the world through Kiva.com.  During 2022, the YAC agreed 
to take $500 from our budget to increase funds available to lend and during 2023, through a matching grant 
from the ECCT, the youth will have an additional $500 available to lend out. 
 
Some statistics from our Kiva lending, with funding of $728 dollars, the YAC has been able to : 

 Make a total of 43 loans, totaling $1600 dollars - after the initial funds was lent out and repaid, those funds 

were lent out again and again. 

 The funds supported 43 individuals in 19 countries. 

 Of the 43 individuals: 62% were female business owners, 37% were male. 

 
Also during the fall, Youth Commission sponsored events took place as follows: 
During October: The Great Pumpkin Challenge during the week leading up to Halloween, with pumpkins on 
four sections of scaffolding on the front lawn outside the Parish house, which raised over $900 for the Hole in 
the Wall Gang for the sixth consecutive year.  Hopefully you were able to view the after Halloween feeding of 
the cows that was sent out.   
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During December: The youth partnered with Mission and Outreach to make 100 sandwiches and 
participated the same day on Chapel on the Green in New Haven where they handed out a hot meal and the 
sandwiches and cookies that were made. 
 
Children’s Ministry                    Frances Chamberlain 
First let me thank you, Trinity and especially the Rev. Andrea Wyatt, for entrusting me with the young people 
of your church.  You graciously hired me in July of this year.  I have enjoyed meeting and getting to know 
many of the church’s families and parishioners.   I consider it a privilege to serve you in this capacity! 

Prior to my arrival at Trinity the church school program had faded away.  My top priorities have been to 
welcome participants, recruit volunteers, and reestablish church school offerings on a weekly basis.  I started 
by hosting three meet-and-greet events for families.  I also started attending worship and coffee hour in order 
to get to know parishioners.  The church school year kicked off with a Blessing of the Backpacks, targeted 
activities for kids at the Annual Homecoming Breakfast, and weekly classes, starting in September.   

Church school classes meet in the Glover Community Room on Sundays during the 9:30 AM worship service.  
We follow a curriculum entitled, Feasting on the Word.  It features lessons based on the Revised Common 
Lectionary.  Each week kids in Kindergarten – Grade 6 meet together to learn, sing, and do activities based 
on the featured Bible verse and lesson.  I would like to thank Barbara Chamberlain and Christina Lye for 
being such faithful volunteers in this church ministry and for ensuring safe church practices. 

It is my aim for children in this church to feel known, seen, and loved.  It is important for kids to be known and 
seen not just by me but also by the wider congregation.  It truly helps them develop a sense of belonging and 
makes them want to attend to church more regularly.  The church school students have been made part of the 
worship service on several occasions, including:  the Blessing of the Stuffed Animals, the Halloween costume 
parade, the bringing forward of the Advent creche pieces, the Advent wreath candle lighting ceremonies, and 
of course, the Christmas Pageant.  The Advent Merriment coffee hour encouraged congregants of all ages to 
mingle in a festive atmosphere and get to know one another. 

I want kids to feel loved at Trinity.  There is a “Family Corner” in the rear of the sanctuary which is stocked 
with rotating activities and books.  Families and kids can use the area to stretch out and take a break, while 
still being present for worship.  Each week kids receive a special worship bulletin that focuses on that week’s 
lection in a way that makes it accessible to them.  For Advent, four of our church school families colored a 
large mural which hung outside the Glover Community Room.  Their artistic abilities were showcased and 
admired, while also making that corner of the church feel like it was theirs.  Church school students also get to 
know parishioners directly by having them as church school teachers.  Many thanks to the parishioners who 
have already taken advantage of this fun opportunity.   

The scope of the Children’s Ministry Program is directed by me, Rev. Andrea, and by the Children’s Ministry 
Team.  The team meets every few months to discuss past endeavors and to make plans for the future.  It also 
hosted Advent Merriment to kick off this special season in the church.  Many thanks to the team’s devoted 
members.  If you would like to participate, volunteer, or help guide the program please see Miss Frances. 

Many thanks also to Noel Bellesheim and Julie Dunn who direct the youth programs at Trinity.  Your 
leadership and commitment in this area is invaluable.  Please see their report for more information. 
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Creation Care                                        Lisa Mages 
The Creation Care Team grew out of a 2022 Lenten program at Trinity called "Loving God's Creation: Faith 
Community and Climate Disruption."  The four-week session focused on John Philip Newell's book, Sacred Earth, 
Sacred Soul: Celtic Wisdom for Reawakening to What Our Souls Know and Healing the World, as well as on 
recent work by climate scientists and activists.  The program was well-received and many of those who attended 
asked, "But what can we do about climate change and all its associated issues?"  We later posed this same 
question in a brainstorming session at Trinity with Dr. Mitch Wagener, a climate educator and professor in the 
Biology Department at Western Connecticut State University in Danbury.  He encouraged us to use the resources 
we already have at Trinity and to act locally.   
 
We continued to ask the "what do we do" question as parishioners gathered to watch the documentary, Once You 
Know.  The idea of acting locally and concretely gathered momentum.  When a parishioner raised the question of 
whether we use pesticides on our church property (we do), the idea of doing something involving the very soil on 
which we stand took root.  We decided to form a Creation Care Team to more intentionally care for "this fragile 
Earth, our island home." We will do this by paying attention to all aspects of our parish life and what they have to 
say about our role in God's creation.  This includes the land on which our buildings stand and the buildings 
themselves, the words of our liturgy and music, the Christian formation of children and adults, the organizations 
we support with our time and money, and the many ways we are present in the larger Newtown community.  We 
will do this in conjunction with the many other groups at Trinity that focus on these issues (e.g., Building & 
Grounds and Mission & Outreach).  [not sure if these are the right names for these commissions] 
 
The Creation Care Team meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 6:30 PM in the Johnson Room.  The 
January and February meetings will be dedicated to learning more about pesticides and native plants and will 
feature guest speakers.  Space has been added to the Trinity website and eNewsletter to highlight the work of the 
Creation Care Team.  In addition, we are actively making connections with other Newtown associations in order 
to amplify our respective efforts (e.g., the Newtown Conservation Commission, Protect Our Pollinators, and the 
Newtown Forest Association). 
 
Everyone at Trinity is welcome to join the team-- you do not have to be an expert in anything to care for creation!  
For more information, please contact Lisa Mages or Rev. Andrea.   
 

Service Statistics 2021 & 2022 Kim Merrill 

 
2021 2022 

Holy Communion (Number of Services)    

Sunday                                                                                 15 50 

Weekday (includes LEV & other services)  0 64 

All Other Sacraments & Services   

Special Services (Interfaith, Holy Week, Taize) 13 11 

Marriages 0 0 

Attendance    

Average Attendance Sunday 9:30 a.m.  50 67 

Christmas Eve & Day Totals 138 215 

Easter Day & Easter Vigil Totals 0 196 

Average Online Viewers  32 
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2022 Membership Report                           Kim Merrill 
“Member in Good Standing” can be defined as someone who contributes regularly, has taken communion at 
least 3 times a year, and that is active in the life of the parish.  “Member Active” is for new members, children 
under the age of 16, and family members of “Good Standing” who only attend occasionally.   
 

We were open all year, with the exception of one Sunday when Rev. Andrea was ill.  Attendance numbers 
fluxuated greatly with the remnants of Covid hanging around.  Our lowest attendance was 10, with our highest 
being Easter (162), the Christmas Pageant (134), and the highest regular Sunday was 104.  We continue to 
attract visitors and new members and are excited to be a part of a thriving faith community. 

 
 

2022 Parish Membership Report              Kim Merrill 

 
Parish Membership Statistics 2021 & 2022 

     2021 2022 

Increases during year    

Baptisms 16 years and older  1 1 

Baptisms under 16 years of age  7 4 

Baptisms recorded by reason of transfer  0 0 

Received by Bishop  0 0 

Restored from Inactive Status  7 0 

Confirmed by Bishop  8 0 

Transferred in  1 2 

New to Trinity  11 25 

 Total 35 32 

    

    

Decreases during year    

Lost by death  0 3 

Transferred out  1 0 

Inactive/Moved, etc.* (Numbers will be revised after COVID)  3 0 

 Total 4 3 

    

Baptized members (those who are recorded)    

Members 16 years and older  54 52 

Members under 16 years of age  22 20 

Present Baptized Members   76 72 

      

    

Members in Good Standing & Active Members    

Members 16 years and older  205 194 

Members under 16 years of age  35 49 

 Total 240 243 
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Altar Guild             Ruth Garrett, Linda Markin 
Your Altar Guild is responsible for the preparation of all Eucharistic Services, as well as preparing and assisting 

at baptisms, weddings and funerals. 

We order flowers and supplies and direct holiday decorating at Christmas, Easter and other special occasions 

when warranted.   

Our goal is to continue our care of the Altar with all the silver and brass vessels polished, all candles replaced 

when needed and all linens washed and kept in perfect condition. 

There are presently eleven active members involved in this ministry divided into four teams (three teams of 

three and one team of two).  

Our objective is to spread the joy of serving faithfully, while enjoying the fellowship of its members and 

encouraging more members of Trinity to join the Altar Guild. 

The Altar Guild is thrilled to have some new members this year.  Our complete list of Guilders is: 

Judy LaCroix, George Rockwell, Ruth Garrett, Linda Markin, Susan Craigin, Marcia DeBrock, Patrick DeBrock, 

Nancy DiBattista, Cheryl Clark, Laura Mathey and Paula Toi.  

2022 Lay Worship Ministry Report                          Kim Merrill 
In the Episcopal tradition, worship is a work of the people. Worship is at the heart of what we do 
and participation in our worship services is strongly encouraged.  A corps of lay worship leaders, both Adults 
and Youth, joins the clergy in providing leadership. The Tech Guild was created this year to accommodate the 
need to livestream worship.  One or two people are required for every worship service.  Training is available for 
all these lay ministries. Let us know if you are interested in serving as: 
 
Acolyte - Leads the processional, Gospel presentation and recessional; carries the cross, candles.  
Altar Guild - Sets up altar area for services, clean and maintain altar vessels, candles, and crosses, decorate 
the church for holidays, sets up for weddings, baptisms, funerals, special services, etc. 
Intercessor – Reads aloud the Prayers of the People. 
Lector - Reads assigned scriptures during church services - Old and New Testament. 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEMs) - Administer the sacraments to persons receiving Holy Communion, most 
often as chalice bearers.  
Lay Eucharistic Visitors (LEVs) - Take Holy Communion to those who are sick or otherwise homebound. 
Ushers- Welcome people into the service, hand out worship booklets, orient newcomers to the church, collects 
and presents the offering, directs the movement of the congregation during the Eucharist. 
Tech Guild – Tech Guild is responsible for operating the video camera and associated controls used in the 
streaming of services and other events that are held in the sanctuary. Five church members have been trained 
to date. Additional operators are needed. Anyone interested should contact Floyd Higgins, 203-577-7540. 
 
2022 

Acolyte - Crucifer 9 LEV 5 

Acolyte – Torch Bearer Inactive ministry Cafe 9 

Chalice Minister 10 Driving 5 

Altar Guild 11 Usher 24 

Intercessor 27 Vestry of the Day Inactive Ministry 

Lector 27 Assistant Treasurer 5 

Tech Guild 6   
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Centering Prayer                    Cindy Anderau 
 

Silence is God’s first language, everything else is a poor translation. 
Father Thomas Keating 

(founder of Centering Prayer) 
 
Have you ever wondered about silent prayer?  Are you looking for a new way to connect to God? Is the 
Stillness Calling You?   
 
If there is a call in your heart to enter into silent prayer and contemplation, then Centering Prayer may be for 
you.  The goal of this prayer practice is to “Be still and know that I am God” as the Psalmist says (Psalm 46:10).   
It is a simple prayer practice which has really only one rule to follow – show up and do it.  When you show up 
(twice a day for 20 minutes each), you simply sit in silence and let your thoughts go and let God in.  The true gift 
of the prayer practice is seen over time as you find yourself developing in the fruits of the spirit: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). 
The Centering Prayer group at Trinity has been around for 18 years and we currently meet to pray together on 
the second Saturday of each month from 10:30am – 11:30am in a hybrid fashion with some in the Johnson 
room and others via Zoom.  There are currently 8 active members of the group and anyone is welcome to join 
us at any time.  
 
We are offering in Introduction to Centering Prayer workshop on Saturday, Feb. 11 from 9:30 to noon.  All are 
welcome to come and learn more about this practice. If you have any questions about the workshop, this prayer 
practice or the group, contact Cindy Anderau, 914-582-3816 or cindyanderau@gmail.com. 

 
Tech Guild                      Floyd Higgins 
The Tech Guild is completing its third calendar year Live Streaming the services at Trinity Church.  The current 
and past  services and other events can be found on the Trinity Website or on Facebook.  Thanks go to Nancy 
Cole, Phil Cruz, Marcia DeBrock, Patrick DeBrock, Floyd Higgins, and Chuck Wyatt, all the Sunday and special 
services have been streamed live this past year.  Thanks to Sue Roman for sharing her video knowledge and 
experience.  The Tech Guild coordinates its efforts with members of the Trinity Staff, in particular Reverend 
Andrea and Jennifer Sisco, Music Minister.   
 
The Sunday Services will find two Tech Guild members operating the camera and the sound system.  The goal 
is to provide the viewers with an “Easy-to-view audio and video presentation” so they have the sense of being 
present.  Realizing the limits of only one camera and a few gaps in microphone coverage, we are currently 
reviewing options for addressing those issues. 
 
While the initial emphasis for “”Streaming” was to provide our regular parishioners the opportunity to “attend” 
the church services during the Pandemic, we are pleased to discover that some families new to Trinity  
“discovered” Trinity online.  We will continue to reach out to the community by sharing our services and other 
events of potential interest and benefit. 
 
Tech Guild is open to new members.  If you think you might be interested, please contact Floyd Higgins, 
Coordinator, or any of the Guild members. New folks begin by observing the operation during a service, 
followed by individual and/or group training.  Scheduling assignments of the operators is flexible; each of the 
current members average two services per month. 
 
The Tech Guild members appreciate the Vestry support in the continued development and upgrade of the 
system.  We also appreciate the cooperation from Reverend Andrea, Music Minister Jennifer Sisco, and 
Communications Manager Kim.  Finally, we are encouraged by the positive comments and feedback from 
parishioners and others who have shared their viewing experiences and thoughts about the “Trinity Stream.” 

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/893410
mailto:cindyanderau@gmail.com
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Trinity Care Team                                                                                                                Cindy Anderau 
 

Carry one another’s burdens; in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.  Galatians 6:2 
 

The Trinity Care Team began its ministries in May 2021.  There are currently 24 active members.  Our mission 
is: To be prayerful in all that we do as we offer support to our parishioners and beyond.  We strive to achieve 
this mission by offering meals, rides, calls, and prayers for those in need.  To equip members for these 
ministries, we provide training in: Confidentiality, the Art of Listening and Maintaining Boundaries.   
 

This past year we have accomplished the following: 
 

Meals: 14 volunteers made 25 meals for five different families. This team also made “Thinking of you Cookies” 
that were given to parishioners who we haven’t seen in a while or who are new to Trinity.  Nine bakers made 17 
bags of cookies for 17 recipients delivered by 5 volunteers. 
 

Rides: 7 volunteers have provided 15 rides to two parishioners for doctor visits. 4 volunteers are driving one 
parishioner to church each Sunday. 
 

Calls:  4 volunteers have made 49 calls to 33 people.  These calls have led to further support for these 
parishioners either through this team or by Rev. Andrea. 
 

Prayers: 
Intercessory prayer team: 9 members have been praying for all those in the bulletin and another 
confidential list of 30-40 people. 
Emergency prayer team: 16 members have prayed immediately on 3 occasions. 

 

A new ministry was established this past year beginning in May.  Birthday and Anniversary postcards are being 
sent out by two people.  They sent out 73 anniversary cards and 81 birthday cards. 
 

Anyone is welcome at any time to join the Trinity Care Team.  Training is easily accomplished using the video 
recordings we have saved.  Members decide how much they want to participate and which ministry is right for 
them. If you know of a need out there that this team can fulfill, please reach out to us.  Cindy Anderau, 914-582-
3816 or cindyanderau@gmail.com. 
 
Lay Eucharistic Visitors (LEV)   Ruth Garrett 
Your five trained LEVs find it a joy and privilege to spend time with those individuals who are homebound, 
hospitalized or in nursing homes, offering a prayer service and sharing the bread and wine of Holy Communion.  
The LEVs are readily and happily received by these individuals.  Each Sunday an LEV is sent out in prayer.  
The five LEVs are Martha Dayton, Ruth Garrett, Teddy Jameson, Joan King and Glenda Strother. 
We welcome all who are interested in this rewarding ministry to please speak with any one of the five LEVs. 
 
Prayer Partners    Gordon Strother 
The Prayer Fellowship comprises a couple of dozen (or more, depending on you) parishioners who use 
the Prayer Fellowship Letter as part of their prayer practice; no dues, no meetings, no requirements other 
than to ask to be a subscriber. It has persevered, month by month, for several decades at least. The hokey 
hype below offers a few more details. 
  
Win a free subscription! Each month, you'll receive your Prayer Fellowship letter, with fresh suggestions for 
your prayers. And . . . you'll receive a new Prayer Partner, a fellow Fellow you can pray for in the privacy of your 
bed, bath or living room. And for dessert – get this – someone new will be praying for you. In the center of this 
little prayer sandwich may be the letter within the letter. Or a poem, a quote, a reprint from the archives; or 
maybe not. 
  
You may nod to one of your fellows on a Sunday morning, but that's as close as you'll get to a meeting in this 
fellowship. No meetings and no dues. Ready? Just send your name, phone number, and email address to 
editor Gordon Strother at gordonstrother87@gmail.com or 203-304-9161. No email? Your address will get you 
a copy each month. 

mailto:cindyanderau@gmail.com
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Stephen Ministries  Ron Dukenski 
Mission: Stephen ministry at Trinity recruits, trains, and supports lay volunteers to be present for, and bring Christ’s love to, 
people going through transitions and challenges in their lives.  
 
Stephen Ministry is “a light in the darkness” for Trinity Parish—and the core work of offering one-on-one care-
giving to parishioners-in-need remains at the centerpiece of our activities. 
 
We are grateful for the additional witness provided by the call of Carol Bigman and Joe Bojnowski to join the 
Stephen Ministry Care-Givers earlier in 2022, along with current Stephen Ministers Erin Lutz and Geoff Dent.  
We are grateful for the dedication of Ellie Zarifis and Gordon Strother as they step away from many years of 
abiding service to the Ministry.  We are grateful for Teddy Jameson and Judy Rowley for completing a three-
month leadership training course so that they could join Stephen Leaders Cindy Anderau, Paget Haylon, Ron 
Dukenski and Reverend Andrea, who continues to inspire us and reinforce all we can be in carrying on with this 
important lay-led instrument of Christ-centered care. 
 
Our outreach to parishioners-in-mourning continues in the form of the series of “Grief Booklets” that we 
distribute.  We will expand the field of possibilities of offerings to the Parish as a whole in continuing education 
and awareness-building activities, with Zoom meetings again enabling virtual collective and communal support 
for all parishioners.  Prominent among these forms of outreach is support for the Trinity Care Team, led by 
Cindy Anderau, and involving 20+ other parishioners as a unique vehicle for care and community-building within 
the parish.  And as the grip of the Covid pandemic subsides, we’ll be looking for new ways to offer support-
group based attention to those who might be dealing with isolation and loss. 
 

We continue also to be grateful for the ongoing support of our Vestry and parish leadership and their willingness 
to “be on the lookout” for people who might have a need for the special kind of care-giving that Stephen 
Ministers provides.  We will promote awareness with periodic updates to the Vestry and contact with various 
parish committees.   
 

Stephen Ministry is about “Christ Caring For People Through People”—and that’s all of us as parishioners, not 
just the designated Stephen Ministry Team.  And, as always, we emphasize the standard of confidentiality and 
anonymity for all that we do for anyone who chooses to work with a Stephen Minister. We encourage all 
parishioners to assume the “be-on-the-lookout” role and keep Reverend Andrea in the loop to match potential 
Care-Receivers with Stephen Ministry Care-Givers. 
  

Finally, again, and as always, we ask all who read this report to continue to ask for God’s blessing on Stephen 
Ministry in the life of Trinity Church, Newtown.  
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Mission & Outreach                        Mark Benedict 
The Mission and Outreach Commission had a successful, busy, and exciting 2022. 
 

2022 was Trinity’s fourteenth consecutive year as a continuous monthly hot meal provider at Dorothy Day 
Hospitality House in Danbury.  Covid-19 protocols continued through 2022 with enthusiastic volunteers providing 
cold and hot meals for both curb-side pickup as well as delivery to remote homeless housing.  Since starting in 
May 2009, it is estimated that more than 100 Trinity parishioners, clergy, affiliates, or friends of Trinity have 
participated in this mission activity.  As this is a continuous and on-going activity, the need for additional hands-on 
volunteers is constant.  Careful volunteer scheduling and coordination is essential to ensure compliance with food 
service and COVID protocols as well as to ensure adequate and reliable staffing for every Trinity-scheduled 
serving day.  With this, and the understanding that we are all volunteers in mind, it is still the case that there are 
always opportunities for participation in meal preparation, sandwich making or meal serving at Dorothy Day, or 
other volunteer roles to fill in all of the other important ministries the Commission supports.  Please consider 
joining the team for a fun and fulfilling day or activity or even better, for the long term.  The Trinity Newtown team 
is the DDHH meal provider 12 times a year, on the 3rd Tuesday of every month.  Meal preparation often (not 
always) occurs the evening before in the Trinity kitchen.  Contact Bob Gardner, Jean-Maurice Calmels, or any 
M&O Commission member or DDHH volunteer, to indicate your interest. 
 

Trinity M&O members continued participation, and the Commission continued its financial support throughout the 
year in the Laundry Love regional interfaith collaboration.  As a local founding organizer, M&O plans to continue 
its support through 2023 and beyond through hands-on participation and financial pledge assistance. 
 

The M&O Commission continued through 2022 to support a number of long-time and new mission initiatives.  In 
addition to the annual adoption of Christmas and Thanksgiving Basket families by the Commission, with 
Christmas gifts supplied by Parishioners, the Commission also supported local human service organizations 
through hands-on participation and monetary grants.   The Mission & Outreach Commission provided financial 
support to Trinity’s Companion Parish Group by covering the annual linkage fee and through a scholarship 
program to benefit San Jose La Montana’s youth and local economy.  The M&O Commission also supports the 
activities of the Interfaith Partnership for Refugee Resettlement through member participation in activities, grants, 
and through fundraising support directly from Trinity parishioners. 
 

In December, M&O Commission members and Trinity youth traveled to New Haven to host a Chapel-on-the-
Green Sunday afternoon outdoor Church service and to serve a hot meal at Trinity/New Haven to local residents 
mostly comprised of unhoused people living on the street.  It was fulfilling experience to once again participate in 
this rewarding outreach program together with Trinity parishioners and youth. 
 

The M&O Commission nominates for Vestry concurrence the recipients of Trinity’s Easter and Christmas Special 
Offering collections from the congregation.  For Easter 2022, donations of $1453.00 were collected and 
supplemented with $547.00 from the M&O budget to provide grants of $1000 each to both the F.A.I.T.H. Food 
Pantry here in Newtown as well as to the International Rescue Committee to provide sustenance to Ukrainian 
Refugees in eastern Europe.  The Christmas 2022 Special Offering collection recipient will be Heifer International 
with the collection total not yet known, but to again be supplemented with the residual funds from the M&O 
budget, currently estimated to be approximately $1000.  The Christmas 2021 Special Offering collection total that 
was not available for reporting in last year’s Annual Report was a total $1503.00, split between the Interfaith 
Partnership for Refugee Resettlement (IPRR) and F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry, also supplemented with 2021 residual 
budget funds.  The Mission & Outreach Commission would like to thank the congregation for their generous 
contributions in support of these organizations as well as for the Commission’s budget funding – which we very 
carefully manage.  
 

The M&O Commission has an annual budget for the disbursement of Outreach grants and other activity 
expenses.  The 2022 budget was $17,000.00 approved at annual meeting, of which exactly $17,000 (100.00%) 
will be expended.  The grant money was disbursed to charitable/human services organizations with various 
missions, including but not limited to: housing, shelter, healing, hunger relief, social justice, refugee assistance, 
and disaster relief.  Portions of the above funds were expended to support Trinity’s direct “hands-on” mission & 
outreach efforts. 
 

Mission & Outreach Commission members: Jeanne Benedict, Carol Bigman, Jean-Maurice Calmels,  
Rev. Andrea Castner-Wyatt, Nancy Cole, Martha Dayton, David Ericson, Joan King, Bennett Leake. 
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Companion Parish      David Ericson 
The pandemic challenged the Companion Parish Committee’s ability to meet and now we look forward to 
reconvening on a regular basis, whether remotely or in person, and inviting new members to join us.  We draw 
some of our inspiration from our sister community, San José la Montaña. They build community in conditions 
that in some ways are far more difficult that those that challenge us in Connecticut.  
 
The members of their Sister Parish committee, along with other local organizations, braved the pandemic to 
bring relief to their community while continuing  the now generation-long effort to rebuild their town after civil 
war.  Besides distributing food and healthcare supplies to their neighbors, they moved forward with updates to 
their church building, completed a new community center that provides meeting space and non-denominational 
social services, and helped some of their youth continue university studies through remote learning. The 
committee in San José also update us periodically about campaigns to protect local water sources, victims of 
violence, and anti-democratic tendencies in the current national government. 
 
Trinity’s Companion Parish Committee kept abreast of some of this activity through emails, social media, and 
occasional Zoom calls, as they updated us on their crops, social justice campaigns, and special celebrations in 
their liturgical calendar, including Corpus Christi, Easter, and their annual patron Saint festival. In November, 
Sister Parish, Inc, which facilitates our partnership, invited us to share remotely in the special holiday tradition of 
the posada, during which people reenact Joseph and Mary's search for an inn over a period of nine days 
leading up to December 24. Traditionally, people visit one house per day, where they are welcomed, read the 
bible together, sing carols, and share food and other special traditions.  Other participating U. S. churches tuned 
in online, some bringing food or songs of their own to share.   
 
After several years of being in relationship with San José, we discussed taking on a common project. Our 
brothers and sisters there suggested a scholarship fund to help university students with expenses and after 
some months of discussion, we agreed and Mission and Outreach has been supporting that.  Now, under the 
supervision of a community board, the Sister Parish committee in San José divides the money among however 
many students they have. Usually, that means each student gets about $45 per month to help offset their tuition 
and books and, especially as Covid kept everyone at home, new internet fees for remote learning.  In late 2021, 
their first university student, Carlos Rodrigues Ramirez, graduated; and during 2022 at least two others did as 
well.  The students have either completed or are still pursuing degrees in Mathematics, Computer Systems 
Engineering, Public Relations, Psychology, and Legal Services.  As one of them, Mirna Guardado Lopez, said 
in a thank-you video she sent to us, “The project has born fruit.”  And, Mirna added, “We want to give back to 
the community through what we’ve learned.” So far that giving back has taken the form of service projects, from 
environmental cleanup to counseling youth and organizing to reduce violence against women. So the ripple 
effects of our modest assistance to these students is starting to grow.  
 
We take joy in these successes , but the scholarship is not the primary mission.  The mutually beneficial 
relationship itself is the mission, and the scholarship program is just one part of it.  With that in mind, our goals 
for 2023 include inviting and facilitating wider knowledge of and participation in the relationship.  To that end we 
look forward to finding opportunities to share more information with the congregation and then strengthening the 
bonds of fellowship and worship between the two communities.   
 
IPRR (Interfaith Partnership for Refugee Resettlement) Carol Bigman 
In 2017 Trinity joined a number of local faith communities in the creation of IPRR in Newtown. Working closely 
with IRIS (Integrated Refugee and Immigrant Services) we co-sponsor refugee families upon their arrival in the 
United States. Our volunteers help families learn English, procure employment, enroll in school, have medical 
appointments to become productive community members   Volunteer may ensure that housing, furniture and 
clothing are available upon arrival, provide transportation to appointments, teach arrivals about the U.S 
financial system, assist in shopping trips for groceries and other necessities.  
 
To date, IPRR has resettled three families. In 2022,  Trinity included IPRR as one of its missions, relieving the 
group of administrative work and working very directly with the sponsorship of our latest two families.  One of 
these families is Ukrainian and resides in Newtown and the other from El Salvador has an apartment in 
Danbury. 
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Laundry Love  Carol Bigman 
Laundry Love is a national initiative to assist people who are homeless or struggling financially with their 
laundry.  The story of Laundry Love began with a homeless individual in Ventura, California.  When asked what 
he most needed, he replied “If I had clean clothes I think people would treat me like a human being.” 
 

As a chapter of the national non-profit, Laundry Love of Greater Danbury, funds the washing of clothes and 
bedding of low/no income families and individuals in Danbury.  In 2018  Trinity joined nine other faith 
communities in providing the original seed money for the program. We continue to annually pledge $1,200.00 
annually to fund laundry cards and detergent. 
 

Each month volunteers from Laundry Love distribute cards to local community agencies, such as Dorothy Day, 
for distribution. In addition we distribute cards once a month at White Street Wash for immediate use The 
program has surged enormously. In 2021 Laundry Love provided 1,330 loads. In 2022 that increased to 
approximately 3,600 loads We have relied on additional donor support to address this demand 
 

Our friends at Literacy Volunteers on the Green provide childrens’ books in English and Spanish to our guests 
on site. Children are able to take these books home as gifts  
 
2022 Communications Report Kim Merrill 
2022 was a “steadier” year as far as communications go.  Rather than wildly swinging back and forth between 
in-person and online events and meetings, we settled into a consistent routine of offering everything hybrid.   
 

Trinity’s relationship with the Newtown Bee continues to be positve, and we appeared in the paper at least 42 
times over the course of the year.  Some of the more notable coverage we received included the Newtown 
Interfaith Council, Great Pumpkin Challenge, the Service of Remembrance, and the Newtown Youth & Family 
Services Annual Holiday Festival.   
 

We have a solid presence on social media.  On Facebook, we have 820 followers (up by 40 from last year), 
Instagram has 353 (up 18 from last year), and the enews is sent out to 401 (up 26 from last year) people every 
week, with a 66% open rate, compared to an industry average of 40%..    
 
Fellowship  Patrick DeBrock 
In 2022, we took another step towards getting back to added fellowship and community engagement as we 

moved further beyond those pandemic-impacted years.  

The Sunday Breakfast continued in 2022 as we offer an opportunity to come together in a ministry for multi-

generational fellowship and to share a delicious meal. 

We did add a couple of unique twists this year to our fellowship offerings starting in June when we celebrated 

Mother’s Day and Father’s Day by offering Root Beer floats and Strawberries with shortcakes. In September, 

we took the opportunity to introduce our new ministry leaders (Youth Education / Music) by introducing a 

Mexican flare to the menu which included pork and chicken tacos with all the trimmings.  

The major fellowship celebration was the Stewardship dinner in November, where we celebrated a taste of 

Spain with several large Paella offerings as well as olive oil cake for dessert.  Thanks to the connections of our 

new Music Director, we included a live flamenco guitarist playing for the event as Dan Garcia, one of the most 

requested guitarists in New York City and a native of Madrid, Spain, joined us for the evening.  It should be 

noted, Dan came back for seconds of Paella and took some home for later. It must have been good stuff. 

In 2022, the fellowship team purchased a new more efficient coffee machine for the kitchen, a 6-foot outdoor 

grill, and 2 exceptionally large carbon steel pans for additional cooking options.  We are looking forward to 

using the new equipment as we plan out the 2023 fellowship events such as the return of Mardi Gras in 

February and additional grill events later in the warmer months. 

The people that volunteer to make this happen are truly special and I thank all of them for helping.  I also think 

it is important to recognize the entire parish of Trinity.  It is because of you and your love for this ministry and 

your willingness to try new adventures that this ministry thrives.  It warms our hearts to see all the tables full 

and people having a lively conversation as they enjoy whatever meal is provided.    
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Newtown Youth & Family Services Candace Bohr 
Trinity Church saw a need for a local counseling center and acted upon that need in 1983. The Trinity 
parishioners provided $15,000 in seed money, which, together with a $5,000 special grant from the United Way, 
established the agency that provided counseling, support groups, educational workshops, and other services. 
This original agency was called the Family Life Center. In 1997, the agency changed the name to Family 
Counseling Center. 
  
Newtown Youth Services (NYS) began in Newtown in 1979. Its mission was to improve the quality of life in the 
community through programs and services for young people and parents with a philosophy reflecting the 
enthusiasm, hope, and creativity that are the promise of children. 
  
In 2007, FCC and NYS merged to form Newtown Youth and Family Services. In 2012, NYFS was designated 
as the Mental Health agency for the Town of Newtown. We currently serve clients from over 41 towns and have 
a close partnership with the Newtown School District. This year we had 11,247 scheduled Mental Health 
sessions; sessions are provided via in-person or telehealth. The largest request for services is ages 11-17 
years and our case management request have increased for our elderly population. 
  
NYFS is grateful that the Festival of Tress has found a new home at Trinity Church due to Ms. Merrill and Rev. 
Andrea Castner Wyatt warm welcome and hospitality. The Festival of Trees is a very large piece of the Holiday 
Festival which just completed its 37th success year. NYFS looks forward to our continued partnership and 
encourage the congregation to reach out if they need support. 
 
Trinity Day School  Michelle Macey 
Trinity Day School began as Trinity Church outreach program in the early 1970’s. Now incorporated, Trinity 
parishioners continue to receive priority for early registration each January. Many Trinity parishioners have been 
first introduced to the church through their Trinity Day School experience. 
 
Trinity Day School is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit preschool, funded completely through tuition and fundraising efforts. 
The school is governed by a Board of Directors. TDS is serving approximately 40 families this year. 
 
Most of the nine TDS staff members have been with the school for many years. The current director began as a 
teacher in 1995, having been a TDS student herself. Other teachers have worked at TDS for as many as 20 
years. 
 
Trinity Day School is an important part of the Newtown community. The majority of families reside in Newtown, 
with a handful of students from neighboring towns attending. Staff are all current or former Newtown residents 
as well. 
 

State licensed by the CT Office of Early Childhood and nationally accredited by the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children (NAEYC), TDS achieved raw scores ranging from 92-100% in ten different areas. 
The adjusted scores were “100%+” in all areas during their most recent reaccreditation! The reaccreditation 
process is based on a five year cycle. TDS is currently in the self-study year of this cycle, preparing for a 
reaccreditation visit in late 2024. 
 

The school offers quality education for children ages two through five, with music, gym, and science enriching 
the classroom experience. TDS brings community experiences into their classrooms. Before Covid protocols 
were in place, the children enjoyed visits from community resources such as the Newtown Hook & Ladder fire 
department and a local dental office as well as monthly visits from the CH Booth children’s librarian. They have 
also partnered with the Newtown Youth Academy to bring NYA’s “Happy Feet” soccer program to the 3s and 
4s. These opportunities are being reintroduced as they become available. 
 

TDS continues to follow all guidelines put out by the local health department, CT Office of Early Childhood, and 
NAEYC. The health and safety of the TDS and all Trinity communities are very important. TDS is working hard 
to provide a safe place where children can benefit from a quality education. 
 

There continues to be a significant, caring connection between Trinity Church and Trinity Day School. Together 
there is much we can do to serve the needs of our community. We look forward to fostering this relationship as 
we look toward the future. 
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Properties                                                                                                                                   Patrick Corrigan 
The mission of the Property Commission is the stewardship of all Trinity’s properties and facilities for the benefit 
of our Parish Community and those who use them as our guests. The primary focus of the commission is to 
ensure the efficient, sustainable, responsible, and most importantly, safe use and maintenance of the Church, 
Parish House, Rectory, Curate House, Memorial Garden, and the adjoining properties. In addition to being 
responsible for the use and maintenance of all the Trinity properties, we are also charged with planning for and 
responding to the ever evolving needs and expectations of our Parish, the Newtown community, and the wider 
world. Ultimately, the purpose of our properties is to foster Chrstian fellowship and serve as a symbol of 
welcome to all.  
 
While specific projects may vary from year to year, the overarching goals for the Property Commission remain 
the same. Maintain all parish properties in a manner which will allow our parishioners and guests to use them 
safely, equitably, and comfortably. Consider ways in which the properties and facilities may be used to either 
assist or enhance projects initiated by the Vestry. Plan, measure, monitor, and report upon the spending 
necessary to maintain our properties, including monthly utility bills, maintenance contracts, repairs, and 
equipment replacement. Proactively monitor the state of all Trinity properties in an effort to advise the Vestry of 
future needs and opportunities.  
 
Over the course of 2022, the Property Commission explored and completed several projects which included the 
following: 
 

● Replace the closet doors in the Johnson Room 

● Repaired a portion of the Parish House Roof 

● Extensive repairs and improvements to the Curate House 

● Tree Removal on the Rectory Property 

● Repaired the Rectory Door 

● Spring and Fall property clean up 

● Researched roof-top solar panel systems 

● Maintenance evaluation of the Organ 

● Explored new signage options  

● Evaluated the viability of Electric Vehicle charging stations (thanks to the extensive research by Tom 

Swetts) 

● The Property Commission has begun coordinating with the Creation Care Team on how we can manage 

our properties in an ecologically conscious manner. 

 
Finally, none of this work would have been possible without the dedication and hard work of Kristin Peterson, 
Walt Streett, Chuck Wyatt, Larry Coleman, and Bob Gardner. Although not technically a member of the 
Commission, Rev. Andrea attended the vast majority of our meetings, generously providing her insight and 
support. They have my sincerest thanks and gratitude. 
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Finance Commision  
2022 Trinity Finance Commission Annual Report             Patrick DeBrock 
Our Role, as the Finance Commission, is to support the ministry of Trinity Church by … 
…taking care of our gift of holy currency – money 

Jesus looked at him and loved him.  “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”  At this, the man’s face fell.  He 
went away sad because had had great wealth (Mark 10:21-22) 

…  preparing and managing the overall budget 

… overseeing the management of the endowments and trusts, including disbursements, 

… providing accurate and timely, current & projected financial information to Vestry for decision-making 

… developing and implementing ideas to improve our financial stewardship. 

 

2022 Overview 
2022 was a strong financial year for Trinity’s operating fund despite the downturn of long-term investments due 
to the depressed stock market.   Contributions (pledged and unpledged) ended the year at $289,551 a 5.8% 
decrease from 2021.  However,  the total revenue of $571,294 (a .5% increase) was just over 2021 levels due 
to investment income.   As the church continued efforts to return to in-person ministry support many of Trinity’s 
ministry programs tracked a small increase in spending, with total expenses of $559,259 or a $2,796 increase 
from the prior year.  Overall, Trinity closed out 2022 with a net revenue position of $12,034.   The 2022 net 
revenue position will be carried forward into 2023 to help further support growing our new ministries and 
initiatives. 
 
Glover Trust, Johnson & General Endowments 
The Glover Trust’s long-term investments decreased by 17% as of November 2022, including the operating 
fund withdrawal of 4.5% ($249,470) for the year.   For the sixth year in a row, Trinity did not require withdrawals 
from the Johnson and General endowment for the entire year.    As of 11/30/2022, the Glover Trust had an 
investment balance of $5,880,019 and the remaining long-term reserve funds (Johnson, General, and Capital 
Reserve) totaled $1,044,974 
 
Finance Commission Processes 
The Finance Commission meets on a monthly frequency to analyze and discuss the Income & Expense 
condition, expected cash flows, and any financial issues that need to be addressed.  The meetings also enabled 
a review of the current strategies employed by our money managers in terms of suitability from a risk 
management standpoint, market conditions, and long and short-term parish capital requirements. The 
Investment sub-committee continues to conduct periodic meetings with our money managers to discuss 
financial performance as well as the market strategies and stance for short and long-term investments.  The 
investment sub-committee was created to ensure the strategies were aligned with our target of growing the 
portfolio faster than our 4.5% withdrawals adjusted for cost-of-living adjustments but still maximizing portfolio 
safety. 
 
Respectfully & Faithfully Submitted: 
by the Finance Commission Chair Patrick DeBrock 
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2022 Budget Report         Patrick DeBrock, Lori Rohrbacher 
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