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I didn’t mind the sleet day on Tuesday. The meeting I
was supposed to have in Meriden was done through Zoom
saving me the compute. Emails were handled at home. It
was a quiet day with time to pray and ponder more
deeply. What surfaced in the quiet was the memory of the
most miserable Christmas of my childhood. 

Here’s what happened. Several days before Christmas my
parents left me, their responsible oldest daughter, in
charge of my little sister, Beth, while they went down the

street to a neighbor’s Christmas party. We weren’t left alone very often so it
was thrilling to be home all by ourselves. I remember feeling very in-charge
and happy to boss my sister around without parental oversight. After eating
our dinner and cleaning up the kitchen, we went into the living room to look at
our newly decorated Christmas tree all lit up with colorful lights, ornaments and
silver tinsel.

Under the tree was a pile of beautifully wrapped presents. Curious which ones
belonged to us, we began sorting them. We squealed with delight each time we
saw a tag that read “To Jenny” and “To Beth.” Then I got the idea that if we
were very careful not to tear the wrapping paper, we could open our presents
and then tape them back up and our parents would ever know. And this is what
we did. Slowly and carefully we peeled away the scotch tape. We folded back
the Christmas paper from each box and quickly looked inside. The gifts were
lovely. They were things we had asked for. But the wonder of Christmas was
diminished for me that year. The joy of opening presents on Christmas morning
vanished. It was dismal.

Patience has never been a virtue of mine. So, I’m wondering if recalling this
memory is God’s way of reminding me to slow down and not be so eager to
determine the gifts of Christmas just yet. Advent asks us to wait with wonder
and expectant hope. Christ wants to be born anew in our hearts this
Christmas. God delights in giving us gifts. Joy awaits when we are patient. 
 Advent Blessings, Jenny+  



Come as you are on Christmas Day!
Christmas morning can be a hectic time in any house… We recognize that the
previous night was a late one, and we know that “rising and shining” can
sometimes be a challenge for any of us. This is especially true when taking into
account the additional time taken for the excited opening of gifts on Christmas
morning! So, in the midst of your busy morning, if you notice the clock and realize
that service starts very soon, have no fear! Come as you are on Christmas day! 
We invite you and your family to join us for a service of Holy Eucharist at
10AM. We are all family, so feel free to come to God’s table exactly as you are –
messy hair and pajamas are welcomed! And if your children just aren’t finished
playing with that new gift, we invite you to bring it along for a special blessing of
gifts!
We hope to see you at our Christmas morning service. For additional information,
please contact the church office.

Dear Trinity members,
As of December 16th, 77 pledge cards have been received totaling
$278,000. Approximately 13 members are still outstanding, and we are asking
them to try and submit a pledge before year end. Finally, as the 2020 budget
draws to a close there are several one-time expenses (rector search and 150-
year celebration) impact the bottom line. I would ask everyone if you could
prayerfully consider revisiting and increasing your 2020 pledge. If on average, we
could raise every pledge by $6 a week ($300 annually) it would ensure enough
revenue to offset the unusual expenses. If you can increase your pledge, please
submit the updated amount to the office by email or simply fill out a new pledge
card instructing the office of the increase. As always, thank you for your generosity
to Trinity and your prayerful reflection on your 2020 pledge. 
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Decrease – drop in pledge amt, Increase – increased pledge
Returning – did not pledge in 2019 but did in 2018

New – Never pledged before at Trinity

Christmas Offering
Every Christmas and Easter, Trinity selects charities
to receive 100% of the collected holiday
donations. The 2019 Christmas Special Offering
collections from the Congregation will be divided
between the following organizations chosen by the
Mission & Outreach Commission and approved by

Vestry:
·        CT Students for A Dream (https://www.ct4adream.org/) was founded in 2010
by a group of students and allies across the state, who fought for the DREAM Act,
and rallied to win In-State Tuition for undocumented students. On October 18,
Angelica Idrovo, a Danbury CT 4 a Dream student came to Trinity and spoke
passionately about the continued needs of her organization.
·        For over 30 years, F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry of Newtown
(http://www.newtownfoodpantry.org/) has relied on the kindness and support of
Newtown residents and businesses to help them provide food to residents in
need.

Save the Date - King Cake Contest!
Bakers of all ages put your talents to work and create a King
Cake for this year’s bake-off contest following 9:30am worship
on Sunday, January 5. During Coffee Hour two honorees will be
chosen and crowned King and Queen for this year’s Mardi Gras party which will
take place on Saturday evening February 22nd. Mark your calendar NOW for the
Mardi Gras party that will feature Cajun cooking extraordinaire as well as kick-off
our 150th Sequential 2020 Celebration.  

Journey to El Salvador in March
Our friends in our sister Parish of San José la
Montaña are an inspiration. They’ve rebuilt their
village following the civil war in the 1980s. They
work cooperatively to make sure everyone has a
voice and opportunity. They are thoughtful in their
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words and their actions. And they are a lot of fun
to be with.

We will go on pilgrimage to see them from March
15 to 24, 2020. Our trip coincides with the festival
to Saint Joseph, which is celebrated with village-
wide events and church services. We will also
spend time in the colonial-era village of Suchitoto

and visit sites of religious and historic significance in the capital city of San
Salvador.

The cost of $1,200 includes food, lodging, ground transportation and activities in
El Salvador. Lodging will be a combination of hotels and homestays. Other costs
are airfare and suggested vaccines.

To find out more contact Sue Roman at 203-733-3300
or sroman@fastmail.com or David Ericson at 203-313-2880
or ericson.david@gmail.com.

Young Children on the Move!
Following recent listening sessions regarding our young children, we are excited
to announce a new offering in our regular worship services! Beginning on Sunday,
January 5th, our worship service will include intentional time for a children’s
moment. This will be a time dedicated to our young children and their curiosity, as
they are invited to hear a special homily. Following the children’s moment, our
young children will be invited to remain in the sanctuary for the remainder of our
service. This is an exciting opportunity for our parish to support our young children
as they continue to grow in their own spiritual life! I know that our parish will be
blessed by the joyful and beautiful ways our young children are seeing God in their
world.

If you were unable to join either of our listening sessions, and would like to know
more about this offering, please feel free to contact the church office.

Formation and Confirmation for Youth Continues –
Will you join us in this journey?

As we continue to discern confirmation for our youth, I encourage all parishioners
to continue to hold Caitlyn, Lily, Ella, Brady, Matthew, Aidan, and, Tain in your
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prayers. If you are interested in learning more about our journey, please click here
for upcoming dates and meeting topics about the Way of Love.

If you feel called to join in this ministry, please select a date on which your
schedule might allow you to join a confirmation meeting as an additional adult
supervisor. This is so we can continue to provide a “safe church” space for our
learning time. Without an additional adult each Sunday, we are unable to
offer a group learning session to remain in compliance with ECCT
guidelines. 

On December 22 our confirmation group will be assisting with the greening of our
church. Additionally, our confirmation group will be getting ready for our Christmas
Eve service. Please plan to join us in this important and fun activity!

The next regularly scheduled group learning session on “worship” will be
held January 12.

For more information, please feel free to call or email the church office.  

YAC Gatherings –
Will you join us in this journey?
YAC is a group gathering that is designed for young adults who have already
completed confirmation. This is so that, following confirmation, an intentional
space is offered for continuing discernment and community building. So,
wherever you are in your spiritual journey, know that you are welcome here!

Our next YAC gathering is scheduled for January 12 from 12:00 – 2:00PM
in the Johnson Room. Pizza will be provided for this gathering. Youth will be
invited to have a conversation with our discernment team about youth formation at
Trinity Church. For more information, please contact the church office.

I encourage all to continue checking the calendar on the church website for
additional dates for this offering.  

Icon Writing at Camp Washington
Kara Nelson is returning to Connecticut in the spring to offer another icon writing
class, this time at Camp Washington. For more information, please review the
flyer, or visit www.campwashington.org to register.

Stay Connected on our Website
If you have been unable to join our community for worship, you can stay connected
with our parish worship through our sermon archive! The digital archive provides
an opportunity for you to listen to sermons after they have been shared with our
community. Please visit the sermon archive to catch up on anything that you have
missed.

Praise and Thanksgiving
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For those requesting our prayers: Arlene Coleman, Peter Jameson,
Rev. William West, Maureen Trotto, Bode Kloos, Prudence Cooney, Karen
Gardner, Paul Roman, Heather

For those celebrating a birthday this week:
Lily Bellesheim, Daniel Ferreira

For those celebrating an anniversary this week:
Geoff & Amy Dent, Devon & Hope Johnson, Michael & Abigail Simes

Trinity's Video - check it out!

kmerrill@trinitynewtownct.org
www.trinitynewtownct.org

There are events happening at Camp Washington - click here to learn more!
ECCT
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